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Form of Government- parliamentary democracy
Ethnic Makeup- Arab (75%-80%), Kurdish (15%-
20%), Turkoman, Assyrian, or other (5%)

Religious Makeup- Muslim (99%), Christian (0.8%),
Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Folk Religion, Unaffiliated,
Other (< 0.1%)

UN Membership- Yes

Iraq is a country that has had various conflicts for
decades. A situation occurred recently in late 2014 as
“the new Iraq War is doomed”. U.S. forces and its
allies launched 31 airstrikes in Iraq and Syria. The
conflict arose when Iraqi forces lost land to ISIL
forces. Kurdish people were also exposed to the
attacks. The U.S. supplied Kurds with weapons to fend
off Islamist rebels.

Anyone that can help and make an impact to the
rising problems in Iraq would be the best scenario.
The Islamic State is ruthless, and slaughtered
hundreds of innocent people, especially of the
minority (Yazidis). They created revolting images for
the world to see. Obama intervened by sending
airstrikes. If people are doing things that revolting,
there’s bound to be one’s who help like the U.S. and
its allies.
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Form of Government- federation

Ethnic Makeup- Russian (77.7%), Tatar (3.7%),
Ukrainian (1.4%), Bashkir (1.1%), Chuvash (1%),
Chechen (1%), other (10.2%), unspecified (3.9%)
Religious Makeup- Russian Orthodox (15-20%),
Muslim (10-15%), other Christian (2%)

UN Membership- Yes

Russia was known as the Soviet Union years ago, and
it has had a history of several issues in the past. One
dealing with the attack in Afghanistan, which led to
even more problems in that country. In recent times,
Russians and pro- Russian rebels have been surging
violence against Eastern Ukraine in an attempt for
more territory. Thousands of people are affected by
this crisis in Ukraine by Russia and several other
countries. In 2014, a dispute occurred between
Russia and Ukraine over the control of Crimea.

Even though problems are arising in Ukraine,
countries have stepped up to communicate through
leaders of France, Germany, Russia, and Ukraine to
settle an agreement through peace talks. The U.S. has
gone against Russia by siding with Ukraine and
loaning them one billion dollars to help with their
financial needs. It's important to have support from
outsiders when in trouble.
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1. Form of government: Constitutional monarchy
administered by military junta.

2. Ethnic makeup: 75-85% Thai, 14% Chinese Thai,
and 12% Other (Malay, Khimer, etc)

3. Religious makeup: 95% Theravada Buddhist, 4%
Islam, and 1% Other

4. UN membership: Permanent member state.

Thailand is currently facing a conflict within its country
because of armed militants in south Thailand attacking Thai
military forces; most of the victims are Muslim. As a result,
martial law was declared and they are still facing attacks.
There was also another political conflict where the Thai
constituency forced the prime minister to step down from
office. The violence eventually led to the resignation of the
King's advisors and caused the Parliament to dissolve.

The rest of the world should be interested as it could be the
rise of a militant group that assumes control of south
Thailand and declare it to be their own 'state’ - although it
will not be seen as a state in the international community.
The protests in Thailand could also have an eye kept on it
because it could potentially turn violent.
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1. Form of government: Unitary parliamentary
republic

2. Ethnic makeup: 74.9% Jewish, 20.7% Arab, and
4.3% other.

3. Religious makeup: 75.4% Jewish, 17.3% Muslim,
2.0% Christian, 1.6% Druze, and 3.7% Other.

4. UN membership: Permanent member state.

Israel is currently in a conflict, called the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, with the Palestine - who are located in the Gaza
Strip and West Bank. The primary reason behind the
conflict is because the Palestinians want their original
sovereignty over the land of Israel and have violently tried
to reclaim the land. Bordering countries, such as Egypt,
Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon, initially did not recognize
Israel as a state, but Syria remains as the only state that
does not recognize Israel as a nation. As of 2014, it is
thought that 24,969 people have died due to the conflicts
over Israel.

The international community should keep a close eye on
Israel as tensions between Israel and Palestine rise and
could potentially become a more serious problem, including
more civilian deaths.
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e Background Information
Government: unitary single party semi-presidential
republic
Ethnic Makeup: 90% Arab, 9-10% Kurds, 1%
Armenians
Religious Makeup: 74% Sunni Islam, 10-11%
Christian, 9-10% Alawite Islam, 3% Druze, 1% Ismaili
[slam
UN Membership: yes
Within the past 10 days, the Syrian air force led air
strikes in Damascus that have killed an estimated 200
citizens. Bashar al-Assad, the president of Syria,
claims that the air force did not use hap hazardous
weaponry on the civilian population, although the air
force used various explosives in the area. Throughout
the 5 year war, barrel bombing has been the most
commonly used weapon against the groups of
individuals who strive to no longer be controlled by
the Syrian government. The massacre of innocent
people has led to rioting and political turmoil in the
country. The Islamic State (IS), a group of radicals,
have also seized territory in Eastern Syria.

The middle east should be interested and concerned
by this outbreak because Syria is setting an example
of the consequences that can happen when citizens
disagree with political affairs and begin to respond.
People of other local nations can see what has
happened in Syria and become outraged which can
lead to strife between Syria and other countries.
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e Background Information
Form of Government: presidential republic
Ethnic Makeup: 40% Pashtun, 25.3% Tajiks, 18%
Hazaras, 6.3% Uzbeks, 2.5% Turkmen, 1% Qizilbash,
6.9% other
Religious Makeup: about 99% Muslim
UN Membership: yes
In Afghanistan there has been a recent increase in
followers of the Islamic State (IS) which is a radical
group that incorporates violent tactics such
abductions and killings of those who do not agree
with their beliefs. An afghan military commander was
killed in a drone strike after recently breaking off
from the Taliban and becoming a follower of the
Islamic State. Since the Taliban was ousted in 2001, 6
million refugees have now been able travel back to
Afghanistan, though 1/3 of them are in need of
financial support.

I believe that other middle eastern countries that are
not yet involved with the Islam State should worry if
they wish to become a part of it. Since an afghan
military commander was killed recently after
committing to the Islamic State, this could happen to
any other individuals as well. Radical groups can
continue to form and kill large masses of innocent

people; therefore the Middle East must be cautious of
their desired identity.
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Type of Government: Unitary Parliamentary
Constitutional Republic

Ethnic Make Up:
e 91.56% Greek
e  4.44% Albanian
e .7% Bulgarian
e .43% Romanian
e .329% Pakistani

e .25% Georgian
Religious Make Up:
e 97% Eastern Orthodox (Greek Orthodox

Church)
e 1.39% Islam
UN Member

Greek and Turkish ethnic groups are fighting
over the identity of Cyprus. The nation of Cyprus held
land to Greeks and Turks that lived separately on the
island. Greek Cypriots do not trust the Turkish
Cypriots and vise versa, resulting in a separate
territories.

The island has two ways to resolve the conflict.
The first is to allow the government of Cyprus to coax
the two ethnic groups into creating a friendship. The
second is to allow the UN to become a third party in
the situation.
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Type of Government: Federal Presidential
Constitutional Republic
Ethnic Make Up:

e 65% Mestizo

e 17.5% Amerindian

e 16.5% White
Religious Make Up:

e 83% Roman Catholicism

e 10% Other Christian
UN Member

A rebellion against the marginalization of
indigenous people occurred after the 1992
Constitution amendment and Mexico entering
NAFTA. This was the Zapatista Uprising and it led to
tension between the indigenous people and the
subsistence farmers in Chiapas. Zapatistas were being
killed by anti-Zapatista militias and the government.
The fighting grew to other parts of Mexico,

affecting many people and political leader. The whole
conflict was a result of Mexico entering into
international relations with NAFTA.
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Form of Government: Constitutional Republic [
Ethnic Makeup
® 98% Greek
® 2% Other (Turks, Macedonian Slavs, Al
Armenians,Bulgarians, Jews, Vlachs, etc.)
Religious Makeup
® 97% Greek Orthodox

banians,

® 3% Other (Islam, Roman Catholic, Judaism, etc.)

UN Membership: Yes

PACIFIC &

OCEAN i T

Form of Government: Constitutional & Federal
Republic

Ethnic Makeup

® 60% Mestizo

® 30% Amerindian

® 9% White

® 1% Other
Religious Makeup

® 82.7% Roman Catholic
5% Evangelical Church
1.6% Pentecostal
1.4% Jehovah's Witness
4.7% None

® 4.6% Other
UN Membership: Yes

The Mexican government has waged a war on drugs since 2006,
Since then, over 100,000 drug traffickers have been killed by each
other for territory and have made between 19 and 29 billion
dollars from sales annually from the United States alone.

Other countries should be concerned with the amount of drugs
leaving Mexico because ultimately, it ends up in there. Studies
show that 70% of guns recovered from criminal activity in Mexico
has been sold in the US and that 90% of cocaine in the US came
from Mexico. US has spent over 51 billion dollars on the war on
drugs annually and there have been claims that ever since it
began, cartel violence has significantly increased.
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Crimean Crisis- Belarus Involvement

=
S—

(W orld leaders mét in Belarus ‘{';o negotiate
cease-fire in Ukraine)

Casev Summerson

Bela.l’us Background Information
Norway Einland Form of government: .
- Presidential republic with a bicameral parliament
Sweden . Ethnic Makeup:
Estonia - Belarusians (81.2%), Russians (11.4), Poles (3.9),
Latvia Ukrainians (2.4%), Other.
Lithaania Russia Religious Makeup:
Germ BELAR - Eastern Orthodox (80%), Roman Catholic, Greek
N/ Poland ys Catholic, Protestants, Muslims, and Jews.
CZRQCh _EUROPE UN Membership
] Aus,:g' Slovakia Ukraine Yes, Oc?tober 1945
Hungary Moldova CO.nﬂlCt N
taly —T< Romania Crimean crisis/ Belarus Involvement

- This is an international crisis that started in 2014
involving Russia and Ukraine. It begun after the
Ukrainian Revolution. The international status of Crimea
is that it is a federal subject of the Russian Federation,
recognized by the UN. All other countries recognize
Crimea as a part of Ukraine. Belarus is fighting on both
sides of this conflict. The Belarusian military is in
preparation for combat with pro-Ukrainian forces
battling pro-Russian. Belarusians are appearing on both
sides due to the divide over the future of Belarus,
whether Belarus should be in closer ties with Russia or
the European Union

Concern

The concern is for the region around Crimea. The Crimea
parliament declared independence from Ukraine and
asked to join the Russian Federation. The UN declared
Crimea a territory occupied by Russia. The concern is for
the future. The concern that Ukraine is not pleased with
the resolution

Colombia

(N} Colombia ) ™
8 bt e

COoTA
et

' Bigate
» CQLONCIA
“-

Golombian Conflict (1964-Present)

| Casey Summerson '

Background Information

Form of government:

- A republic with separation of powers into executive,
judicial, and legislative branches. The executive branch
has a, president.

Ethnic Makeup:

- Mestizo (mixed white and Amerindian)(58%), Unmixed
White (R0%), Mulatto (14%), Black (4%), Mixed Black-
Amerindian (3%).

Religious Makeup:

- Catholic (79%), Protestant (13%), other.

UN Membership

Yes, November 1945

Conflict

The Colombian Conflict is an ongoing war between

the Colombian government, paramilitary groups, crime
syndicates and left-wing guerrillas such as the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, and

the National Liberation Army. The war is caused by the
drive of each force is to increase influence in Colombian
territory.

Concern

Many of the forces fighting for territory have been
accused of drug trafficking and terrorism. This is concern
for the safety of surrounding regions and within the
region of Colombia.. All forces are accused of numerous
human rights violations. 20,000 people have died in the
conflict since 1958, most being civilians.
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The form of government is a semi-presidential
system and republic. The ethnic makeup is 95%
black. with mixed and white being 5%. The
religious makeup of Haiti is 80% Roman Catholic,

16% Protestant, 3% other, and 1% irreligious. It is a
member of the UN.

Gang activity has strictly increased, with the

" number of crimes and kidnappings skyrocketing.

Many Haitians upset at the incredible high cost of
living have demonstrated anti-government protests.
Similarly, there is cultural conflict between Haiti
and the Dominican Republic as they share the same
island. Also, after the 2010 Haitian earthquake, the
economic situation in Haiti has deteriorated to

extreme levels.

The rest of the world should be interested because
Haiti is in a deep economic trough, which was
recently devastated by a natural disaster.

:\ c\w\ LC{

Ukraing

The form' of government is presidential and republic.
The ethnic makeup is 77.8% Ukrainian, 17.3%

. Russi.an, and 4.9% other. The religious makeup of
- Ukraine is 62.5% irreligious, 26.8% Eastern

A

l(J)’Ir\ghodox, and 5.9% Catholic. It is a member of the

Currently, there is unrest in Ukraine. After

Ukrainian president Yanukovich demonstrated his
pro-Russian agenda, most Ukranians protested
(especially in Kiev), ending in a creation of a pro-
European government in Ukraine. Many ethnic
Russians in Crimea wanted to be part of Russia, and
Russia thus invaded Ukraine as Russia believes
ethnic Russians are unhappy in territory (Crimea
and eastern Ukraine) that “belongs™ to Russia. The
Russian government thus supports rebels in Ukraine.

The rest of the world should be
concerned/interested because there is risk of war

occurring, which would surely includ
Sl y ude other states




Afghanistan

Thomas Condron

Govt: Presidential System

Ethnic Makeup: Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara,
Uzbek, Aimak, Turkmen, Baloch, Pashai,
Nuristani, Gujjar, Arab, Brahui, Pamiri.

Religious Makeup: 99% Islam
UN Membership: Member since 1946

Conflict between US and Afghanistan
started after 9/11 attack. The US has
targeted Taliban and Al Qaeda in the region.
Currently US is withdrawing troop from
Afghanistan.

Rest of the world and non-extremists in the
region should be worried about terrorist
groups in Afghanistan and the threat they
present to others.

Govt: Power in hands of President Bashar
al-Assad

Ethnic Makeup: Arab 90.3%. Kurds.
Armenians, and other 9.7%

Religious Makeup: 87% Muslim, 10%
Christian, 3% Druze

UN Membership: Member since 1945

Currently Syria is having a civil war over
their government. The war is between the
supporters of Bashar al-Assad and the
people who oppose is dictatorship.

The rest of the world is looking at Syria’s
unrest. The US launched airstrikes against
the Assad regime.
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