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NOTE TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS:

The Maryland High School Assessments (HSAs) are challenging tests that students in the graduating class of 2009 must pass in order to earn a Maryland High School Diploma. These tests ensure that students have mastered fundamental knowledge in Algebra, Biology, English and American Government. In order to measure student progress throughout the school year, and to ascertain that students have acquired the required skills and understanding necessary to demonstrate the knowledge in these courses, students in each of these assessed classes takes a Howard County benchmark test at the end of each academic quarter. The Howard County American Government Quarterly Assessments are smaller versions of the High School Assessment in both content and format. This year, the First Quarterly Assessment was administered in October. The Second Quarterly Assessment was given in January, 2007.  The Third Quarter test will be given in March, and the Fourth Quarter test will be given in June.

To assure that students continue to be familiar with information that was presented earlier in the school year, students will be given review packets.  Each packet will contain the key concepts covered in one quarter. This is one of the many tools that students should use to prepare for the HSA exam. Students should use this packet to review vocabulary and to complete the exercises. Teachers will be assigning the exercises and the students will be expected to complete them and turn them into their teacher.
Later this year students will be receiving a review packet for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarters. Additionally, they will receive a final packet prior to taking the American Government HSA in May.

Student/Teacher Assessment Sheet
	Date
	Grade
	Activity
	Page Number

	
	
	
	Worksheet #1

Government and the State
	2

	
	
	
	Worksheet #2

 Forms/Types of Government
	4

	
	
	
	Worksheet #3

 Economic Terms
	5

	
	
	
	Worksheet #4

 The Constitution
	7

	
	
	
	Worksheet #5

 Checks and Balances
	10

	
	
	
	Worksheet #6

Six Principles Government
	11

	
	
	
	Worksheet #7

Federalism
	14

	
	
	
	Selected Response Questions
	15-16


Works Consulted

McClenaghan, William A. Magruder's American Government. 2001. New York, NY: Prentice Hall, 2001

Remy, Richard C. United State Government: Democracy in Action. 2006. Columbus, Ohio: Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2006.
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Government and the State
	Government
	An “institution” that a group of people form to make and enforce laws

	Purposes of Government (4)
	1. Maintain social order

2. Provide public services

3. Provide national security

4. Make economic decisions

	State

	A group of people who live together and rule themselves through a government

	Characteristics of a State (4)
	1. Population

2. Territory

3. Government

4. Sovereignty 

	Nation (4)
	A group of people united by bonds of:
1. Race

2. Language

3. Custom and tradition

4. Sometimes religion

	Sovereignty
	People (their government) have complete control within a territory.  

For example, Canada is a sovereign country. Only Canadians have the right to make decisions that determine laws and policies within Canada.

	Social Contract
	One of the 4 theories of how a state begins
John Locke, an English philosopher, stated that in a Social Contract, people agree to form states (with a government and a ruler) to improve their lives.  

	Theories of how a State (nation) begins (4)
	1. Force
2. Evolutionary

3. Divine right

4. Social Contract


Unit I Worksheet #1 – Government and the State
Complete the Following Chart, using YOUR words.  Explain the meaning of each concept you write down.
	Purposes of Government
	Characteristics of State
	Theories on how a state begins

	1

2
3

4

	1

2
3

4

	1
2

3

4



II.  Forms of Government:  WHERE is the power?
	Unitary System
	All power is in ONE (uni) central group

	Federal System
	A central and local government SHARE power (for example, the United States)

	Confederacy
	A loosely connected group of independent states (for example:  government in the U.S. under the Articles of Confederation)


III.  Types of Government:
WHO Governs the state?
	Autocracy
	The power to rule is in the hands of a SINGLE individual

	Anarchy
	The TOTAL absence of government

	Monarchy
	A form of an autocracy; king or queen has the power in the government

	Oligarchy
	Any system of power in which a SMALL GROUP holds power

	Democracy
	A system of government in which the PEOPLE rule

	Characteristics of a Democracy (4)
	1. Individual liberty

2. Majority rules with minority rights

3. Free elections

4. Competing political parties

	Direct Democracy
	The people, DIRECTLY (for example, town meetings) have an opportunity to have input into decisions made by the government through the voting process

	Representative Government (Republic)
	System of government in which the people ELECT officials to represent them indirectly in making laws and running the government (the country is too large to have a “direct democracy”) 

	Socialism
	 Economic system based on the public (NOT private) ownership of the means by which goods and services are produced, distributed and exchanged (no private ownership of businesses – the government owns and controls)

	Communism 
	Economic system (based on the ideas of Karl Marx)  - a FORM/TYPE of socialism where the people own all means of production.  There would be no need for a government in this utopian society


Unit I Worksheet #2
FORMS of GOVERNMENT and TYPES of GOVERNMENT

Match each term with its definition – Fill in the blanks
direct democracy
oligarchy

Representative democracy
confederacy/confederate
unitary system

Federal system/federalism
Monarchy
democracy
autocracy/authoritarian/dictatorship

1. ____________________
states have more power than the federal government.

2. ____________________
the federal government holds all the power

3. ____________________
 the states and the federal government share the power

4. ____________________
on person holds all the power and is often corrupt/unfair





(takes away people’s freedoms)

5..____________________
citizens have the opportunity to directly vote on every issue

6. ____________________
citizens select a delegate to represent them in government





(this delegate votes on every issue)

7. ____________________
rule by the people (citizens have their voice heard)

8. ____________________
rule by a small group of people

9. ____________________
rule by a king or queen

IV.  Economic Terms
	Economics
	The study of human efforts to satisfy seemingly unlimited wants through the use of limited resources

	Capitalism
	An ECONOMIC SYSTEM that allows for individual choice

	Characteristics of a capitalist economy (5)
	1. Private ownership

2. Free enterprise

3. Competition among businesses

4. Freedom of choice

5. Possibility of profits

	Free Market (capitalism)
	Economic system where BUYERS and SELLERS make Free Choices in the marketplace
The “market” determines what gets produced and how much people earn

	Socialism (4)
	Economic and political system where the GOVERNMENT

1. owns the means of production

2. distributes the products

3. determines and distributes the wages

4. provides social services


Unit I Worksheet #3 

Match each term with its definition – Fill in the blanks

1. ____________________  is an economic system where there  is private ownership, competition among businesses and freedom of choice

2. ____________________ is an economic system where the central government directs all major economic decisions.

3. ____________________ is an economic system where the government owns the means of production ,distributes the products and wages and provides social services.

V.   Legislatures (Bodies that make the laws)



	Unicameral
	One (uni) house legislation

(example:  U.S. Government under the Articles of Confederation)

	Bicameral
	Two (bi) house legislature 

(example:  U.S. Government under the U.S. Constitution)


VI. Constitutional Convention
	Plans/Compromises.  Major Question: How should states be represented in the legislature?

	New Jersey Plan
	Each state would have the SAME number of representatives regardless of size

	Virginia Plan
	The # of representatives would be based on the population of the state

	The Great Compromise 
     (The Connecticut Plan)
	1. Bicameral legislature called CONGRESS
2. Upper House  (the SENATE) – all states would have equal representation

3. Lower House (HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES) – the number of reps would be based on a state’s population

	The Constitution  (a written plan of government)

	The Preamble
	The introduction to the Constitution that sets forth the GOALS and PURPOSES of the Constitution/government

	Amendments
	Changes or additions to the Constitution.

	Amendment Process (2)
	4 methods – the most frequently used:

1. Proposed by 2/3 vote of both houses of Congress

2. Ratified by ¾ of the state legislatures

	Bill of Rights
	1. First 10 Amendments in the U.S. Constitution

2.  Provides for important rights and freedoms

	Due Process
	 A Constitutional guarantee to apply fair and consistent legal procedures in courts of law to protect citizens against subjective actions by the government

	Eminent Domain
	Allows the government to take private property for public sue
For example:  If Howard County would like to build a new high school on Farmer Jones’ land, it could take his land.  The government would compensate Farmer Jones (pay him) for the land

	Struggle to Ratify the Constitution

	Federalists
	1. Supporters of a strong NATIONAL government
2. Wanted to see the U.S. Constitution ratified (approved)

	Anti-Federalists
	1. Opponents of the new U.S. Constitution, as they wanted the STATE governments to have more power than the National government
2. They wanted to have a Bill of Rights added to the Constitution


Unit I Worksheet #4
The CONSTITUTION

Match the example with the goal
	1.  _____
form a more perfect union
	A.  Make laws to keep people in order

	2.  _____
provide for the common defense
	B. Create a system where the states work together instead of competing (like under the Articles of Confederation)

	3.  _____
establish justice
	C.  use the army, navy and marines to fight terrorism

	4.  _____
promote the general welfare
	D.  the Center for Disease Controls provides information on AIDS

	5.  _____
secure the blessings of liberty
	E.  create a system of roads

	6.  _____
insure domestic tranquility
	F.  protect the rights of the minority


Fill in the Blanks

7.  What was the main point of the “Preamble”?  ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

8.  The Federalists supported the Constitution, while the ____________________ opposed   it. These groups compromised when the Federalists agreed to add a   _______________ to the Constitution.

9.  To amend means: ____________________. Sometimes the Constitution is called the   “____________________” document because it can be changed.

10.  Describe the amendment process:



Proposed by:



Ratified by:

VII. Constitutional Principles (Important Ideas/Concepts found in the US Constitution)
	Federalism

	Dividing the government’s power between the national and state governments

	Separation of Powers
	Share government’s power; the power is divided EQUALLY between 3 separate branches of government

	Branches of Govt. (3)
	Legislative (Congress) – MAKES the laws

Executive (the president) – makes sure that the laws made by the congress are CARRIED OUT (executed)
Judicial (the courts) – makes sure that the laws are LEGAL (Constitutional)

	Checks and Balances
	Not wanting any 1 branch to get too powerful, the Founding Fathers gave each of branch certain ways to limit the power of the other two. (See page 9)

	Judicial Review

	The COURTS decide what the words in the Constitution mean
The Courts can determine that a law passed by Congress and signed by the President is not Constitutional.  The law is then cancelled.

	Popular Sovereignty
	The PEOPLE are the ONLY source of any and ALL government power

Government MUST be conducted with the consent of the governed (the people)

	Limited Government
	The government only has certain powers that the people give it (see popular sovereignty)
For example, neither the Congress nor the President, nor the Courts have “unlimited” powers to do whatever they want – they are “limited” by the powers given to them in the Constitution.  A dictator (such as Hitler) has “unlimited” power – he could do whatever he wanted.


Remy, Richard C. United State Government: Democracy in Action. 2006. Columbus, Ohio: Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2006.



Unit I Worksheet #5
Checks and Balances

Write the answer to each question
I. The Executive Branch checks the Legislative Branch by:

1. ___________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________

II. The Legislative Branch checks the Executive Branch by:

1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
III. The Executive Branch checks the Judicial Branch by:

1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________

IV. The Judicial Branch checks the Executive Branch by:

1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________

V. The Judicial Branch checks the Legislative Branch by:


1. ___________________________________________
VI. The Legislative Branch checks the Judicial Branch by:


1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________
 Unit I Worksheet #6
The Six Principles of Government
Match each term with its definition – Fill in the blanks
Limited government 

Judicial Review 

Separation of Powers 

Federalism 
Popular Sovereignty

Checks and Balances

1. ____________________
One branch of government makes sure that another branch 





of government is not getting too powerful.

2. ____________________
A court declares a law unconstitutional. (This principle is a 





specific check that the courts use on the legislative branch)

3. ____________________
The legislative branch makes the laws, the executive branch





enforces the laws, and the judicial branch interprets the laws

4. ____________________   Government should only do what is written in the Constitution





and let the people do the tasks that they can handle on their





own.

5. ___________________      The state of Maine cannot make a treaty with Canada even 





though it borders that country

6. ___________________
The people are unhappy with their Senator so they elect 





someone else.

VIII. The MOST Important Concepts in the U.S. Constitution
Concepts of Federalism – we have a Federal Government, where the powers are divided between the National Government and the States.    It provides for two basic levels of government, each with its own sphere of authority.  Each operates over the same people and the same territory at one time or another.

It is important to understand which powers the states have, and which powers the national government has.  For example, did you know that if you lived in New Jersey you could not get a drivers license until you are 17, but in South Dakota you can get a license when you are 14?  This is because it is up to each STATE to determine who gets a license – our government in Washington cannot do that.  Conversely, only the government in Washington can declare war on another country – the states cannot do that.  
Besides knowing the definitions listed below, you will need to know ALL of the specific examples on the following page.
	Federalism – the Constitution provides for a Division of Powers between the National Government and the States (a DUAL system of government). That division was intended (IMPLIED) in the original Constitution and then spelled out in the 10th Amendment (“The powers not DELEGATED to the U.S. by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the STATES, are RESERVED to the States respectively, or to the people).”

	Expressed Powers (Enumerated Powers, Delegated Powers) 
	Powers specifically listed in the Constitution that are given to the NATIONAL government (Article I, Section 8).  For example, coin money, declare war, and establish post offices…

	Reserved Powers
	Powers that are set aside for the states (i. e. regulation of a school system, marriage licenses, driver’s licenses…)

	Concurrent Powers
	Powers that are shared between  both the federal and state governments (i.e. to tax, define crimes, set punishments, enact and enforce laws)

	Inherent Powers
	Powers that the national Government may exercise Simply because it is a Government (i.e. control Immigration into the U.S.)

	

	Elastic Clause (Necessary and Proper Clause) – Implied Powers 
	This clause gives the national government “implied powers”- implied power to pass any law "necessary and proper" for the execution of its express powers.  

Allows for the “stretching” the powers of the national government in order to carry out expressed powers (i.e. in order to raise and maintain an army, the Congress may institute a “draft” even though this power is not expressly written in the Constitution)
Some people are concerned that the national government uses this clause to go beyond the powers “enumerated” in the Constitution 

	Supremacy Clause
	Article VI of the Constitution states that the Constitution, laws passed by Congress, and treaties of the United States are the Supreme Law of the Land. 



Remy, Richard C. United State Government: Democracy in Action. 2006. Columbus, Ohio: Glencoe/McGraw Hill, 2006.

Unit I Worksheet #7
FEDERALISM—Place the following powers in the appropriate columns: 
Administer elections

enforce laws

raise army
coin money

control interstate commerce

Establish post offices

levy taxes

establish local governments

write marriage laws

establish courts

	Federal Government Powers 

(Delegated Powers)
	Shared Powers

(Concurrent Powers)
	State Government Powers

(Reserved Powers) 

	
	
	


Unit I Review – Selected Response Questions
1. Which of these is a similarity between the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence

a. They list the rights of those accused of a crime

b. They divide the powers among the three branches

c. They list the grievances of the American colonists against Great Britain

d. They state that government gains its authority from the people.

2. The “elastic clause” gives Congress implied powers to act in 
Areas not specifically expressed in the Constitution at the time it was written. Congress is exercising this power under the “elastic clause” when it:
a. declares war on a foreign nation

b. establishes a post office in a community

c. authorizes the testing of nuclear weapons

d. prohibits export taxes

3. Which of these was an opinion held by opponents to the Constitution in 1787?

a. The Constitution gave the state governments too much power

b. A bill of rights should be added to the Constitution

c. The Articles of Confederation had too many weaknesses

d. A Strong central government was needed for protection

4. When a famous actress was accused of wrong-doing, the newspapers covered the event extensively. The actress was convicted of the crime, but appealed the verdict on the grounds that the pretrial publicity prejudiced the jury. Which of these rights is in conflict with the freedom of the press?
a. The right to a speedy trial

b. The right to present witnesses

c. The right to legal counsel

d. The right to a fair trial



5. “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution thereof, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people thereof.” This is a quote from Article 3, Declaration of Rights, and Constitution of Maryland.  Which principle of government is best reflected in the article above?

a. federalism

b. majority rule

c. judicial review

d. checks and balances

6. The concept known as __________ means that basic powers  are divided among three distinct branches of government

a. constitutionalism

b. separation of powers

c. limited government

d. federalism

7. Which of these quotes from the Constitutional Convention best represents the principle of separation of powers?
a. “ The preservation of the states   . . . .is indispensable”

b. “The purse and the sword must not be in the same hands”

c. “The people can not know or judge the characters of the candidates”

 d. “Look to the votes in Congress, and most of them stand divided by the geography of the country.”

8. Which of these principles of government is demonstrated when the Maryland Court of Appeals declares a Maryland state law unconstitutional?

a. federalism

b. popular sovereignty

c. checks and balances

d. representative government

9. What term describes the ability of the Courts to declare a law unconstitutional?

a. judicial review

b. amendment

c. limited government

d. authoritarianism
10.  Which of these examples best reflects the principle of representative democracy?

a. Citizens of a town vote on all government issues

b. The leader of a country makes all government decisions

c. A judge finds a defendant guilty of a crime

d. An elected official proposes a bill to the state legislature

11.  “ . .In all that people can individually do for themselves, ought not to interfere.” Abraham Lincoln Which of these constitutional principles applies to the quote?

a. rule of law

b. due process

c. limited government

d. separation of powers

12. One of the most common features of the first state constitutions was the principle of popular sovereignty. What is popular sovereignty?

a. separation of powers

b. government by consent of its citizens
c. limited government

d. civil rights

13. The Maryland government is expanding a major highway  to reduce traffic congestion. The state will take the private property it needs and compensate the owners for the land.  Which of these allows the government action described above?

a. judicial review

b. eminent domain

c. affirmative action

d. popular sovereignty

14. The process of amending the Constitution is an example of federalism because it requires

a. approval of two-thirds of the Supreme Court

b.  unanimous approval of both the President and Congress
c. unanimous approval of both the state and local governments

d. approval of two-thirds of Congress and three-fourths of the states

15. The Constitution is called a “living document” because it

a. can be changed when needed

b. outlines the government’s structure

c. refers to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

d. supports every citizen’s right to make a good living
16.  Great and Japan are examples of democratic countries with a strong central government that makes laws for the entire nation and limits the power of local governments. What form of government do these countries have?

a. authoritarian

b. confederation

c. federal

d. unitary
17.   “... to place qualified individuals with mental disabilities in community settings . . .The Federal Government  must...help ensure that all Americans have the  opportunity to live close to their families and friends. .. and to participate in community life.” What was the purpose of the Executive Order above?

a. to maintain public order

b. to reduce unemployment

c. to protect the rights of individuals

d. to guarantee the safety of all citizens

18. Which of these is a violation of due process?

a. A state eliminates representation for defendants

b. A state requires that cars be inspected once a year

c. A state requires the vaccination of all school children

d. A state prohibits a doctor from practicing without a license

19. Which of these is most associated with an authoritarian government?

a. The legislative process is slow
b. Freedom of expression is valued

c. Government leaders have absolute powers

d. Elections for government offices are conducted fairly

20. Which of these is an advantage of a representative  Democracy?

a. Political parties have similar platforms

b. Citizens are able to vote on all issues

c. Government agencies make decisions quickly

d. Legislators are elected by the people.
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